Much Of Argentina Dries; Crop Conditions Vary
By Andrew Owen

Kansas City, February 2 (World Weather Inc.) — A large part of Argentina has
experienced net drying conditions during the past week. The exception was in northwestern
parts of the nation areas from Santiago del Estero into Salta received some moderate to
heavy rainfall. Most of the showers and thunderstorms noted in the heart of grain and
oilseed country produced rain that was too light to counter evaporation resulting in
additional drying and a rise in crop moisture stress. Some areas in the Pampas region
have been too dry for too long and are losing production potentials while other areas still
have sufficient subsoil moisture to carry on normal crop development. Precipitation this
week will remain erratically distributed with Cordoba, La Pampa, and neighboring areas
benefiting most. Crop areas from central Argentina into Uruguay and parts of Buenos
Aires will not get much moisture and will continue to experience moisture stress.

Santiago del Estero received some of the most significant rain in Argentina during
the past week with moisture totals ending this morning ranging from 0.87 to 3.19 inches.
Northern and central Cordoba and portions of Chaco received 0.28 to 1.26 inches of rain.
Pockets in Buenos Aires, Santa Fe, and Formosa received trace amounts to 0.39 inch of rain.
Little to no rain was noted elsewhere. Temperatures were often warmer than usual as well
with highest readings in the 90s Fahrenheit. Pockets in northern Argentina occasionally
warmed above 100 degrees as well.
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Recent rainfall helped bolster or keep soil moisture at adequate levels in Santiago del
Estero, northern Cordoba, and immediate neighboring areas. The ground dried significantly
in the remaining production areas with most having short to very short topsoil moisture.
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Subsoil moisture is rated adequate or marginally adequate, though pockets in southern
Argentina are becoming too dry in the subsoil as well.

A large section of Argentina’s Pampas farming region was drier or much drier
than usual in January. Several locations in Buenos Aires, Entre Rios, southern Santa Fe,
and the southern half of Cordoba received less than 50% of normal rainfall for the month
with pockets reporting less than 25% of normal precipitation. These areas are in dire need
of rain in the near future to reverse the drying trend and support better development
conditions for soybeans, corn, and other coarse grains and oilseeds. Production may be
reduced if dryness prevails through the coming weeks. Other locations in Argentina have
some moisture to support new growth, though several areas in northern and southwestern
Argentina would benefit from increased rain.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

Argentina will have a few opportunities for erratic rainfall this week. Light showers
will initially evolve in portions of southern and northern Argentina today and early Tuesday;
though most of the resulting rain will not be very great. Scattered showers will evolve from
south to north across the main production areas late Tuesday through Friday. Another round
of rain will be possible in portions of southern Argentina later Sunday. Moisture totals by
next Monday morning will range from 0.50 to 2.00 inches with local amounts up to 3.00
inches in La Pampa, Cordoba, San Luis, western Buenos Aires, and southern Santa Fe.
Other production areas will receive 0.10 to 0.75 inch of rain with pockets in Entre Rios and
Corrientes that trend mostly dry. Alternating periods of erratic rain and sunshine will persist
February 10-16.

Near to above average temperatures are slated for Argentina this week. Daytime
highs will initially peak to the upper 80s and 90s today and Tuesday. The northern half of
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crop country will continue to warm to the upper 80s and 90s for the remainder of the week
with pockets warming above 100 degrees. The southern half of Argentina will otherwise see
highs drop to the upper 70s and 80s later this week and weekend with pockets occasionally
warming to the lower 90s. Low temperatures will be in the 60s and 70s with portions of
southern Argentina cooling to the 50s later this week and weekend. Temperatures will
remain near to slightly above normal February 10 — 16.

Rainfall will be welcome where it occurs in Argentina this week. However, the
driest areas in the Pampas farming region will not receive enough rain to significantly
improve long-term production potentials. Development conditions will be uneven or poor
and concerns for production losses will persist, most notably in Entre Rios, Buenos Aires,
and neighboring areas.
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World Weather, Inc. forecasts and comments pertaining to present, past and future weather conditions included in
this report constitute the corporation's judgment as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice.
Comments regarding damage or the impact of weather on agricultural and energy as well as comments made
regarding the impact of weather on the commodity and financial markets are the explicit opinions of World
Weather, Inc. World Weather, Inc. can not be held responsible for decisions made by users of the Corporation's
information in any business, trade or investment decision.
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