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By Drew Lerner 
 

 Kansas City, February 13 (World Weather Inc.) – Bitter cold temperatures occurred 
deeply into the central United States this morning. Most of the wheat produced in the 
region should not have been vulnerable to damage from this episode of cold because of 
widespread snow cover.  There is still considerable debate over whether serious crop 
damage occurred in January when bitter cold overspread the same region with limited or 
no snow cover.  
 
 
 

 
Near Dawn Temperatures on Thursday, February 13, 2025 

  
 Temperatures this morning were below zero Fahrenheit as far south as the northern 
Texas Panhandle where temperatures were in the 80s and near 90 degrees Fahrenheit during 
the afternoons a week ago. The snow depths across the central Plains varied from 2 to 5 
inches in general with a few greater amounts scattered across northern Kansas and southern 
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Nebraska. Snow depths farther to the south in the Texas Panhandle and northwestern 
Oklahoma varied from a trace to an inch or two.  
 Unlike the bitter cold event that occurred in January, temperatures prior to this bout 
of snow and cold were warm enough to reduce some of the wheat hardiness against bitter 
cold conditions throughout the central and southwestern Plains. This might have been a 
concern, but not a real problem because of the snow that fell Tuesday night and Wednesday. 
The snow provided a protective insulating blanket against the bitter cold preventing damage. 
 

 
 
 The January bitter cold episode occurred as a culmination of an extended period of 
cold weather and winter crops were well hardened against it. Temperatures slipped into the 
negative teens and negative single digits in that episode similar to that of today, but without 
the snow. There has been speculation over damage in that event, but assessing the loss is not 
possible before spring greening and even then it will not be possible to see any damage done 
to the reproductive parts of the plants.  
 The most important part of bitter cold events in wheat production areas is that if the 
crop did not die in the extreme cold it will have potential to recover “if” soil moisture is 
favorable and/or timely rain occurs during the early spring while temperatures are mild. In 
that environment the crop can set new tillers and fix damaged root systems and can still 
produce favorably. The key for determining losses for the region will be to first look for 
signs of winterkill during the spring green up season and then to look for favorable soil 
moisture and/or routinely occurring rainfall with seasonable temperatures as the growing 
season gets under full swing. 
 Any hot and dry conditions that occur early in the spring can limit plant recovery 
if wheat was damaged from the January bitter cold event in the absence of snow. 
Certainly this morning’s cold should not have induced any new losses.  
 
 
World Weather, Inc. forecasts and comments pertaining to present, past and future weather conditions included in 
this report constitute the corporation's judgment as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice. 
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Comments regarding damage or the impact of weather on agricultural and energy as well as comments made 
regarding the impact of weather on the commodity and financial markets are the explicit opinions of World 
Weather, Inc.  World Weather, Inc. cannot be held responsible for decisions made by users of the Corporation's 
information in any business, trade or investment decision. 
 
©2025 World Weather, Inc. Any unauthorized redistribution, duplication or disclosure is prohibited by law and will 
result in prosecution.    


	By Drew Lerner
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