Winter Storm Brings Local Relief To SW U.S. Plains Dryness

By Drew Lerner

Kansas City, January 10 (World Weather Inc.) — Drought has been prevailing in the
U.S. desert southwest for an extended period of time. Drought has not been declared in the
southwestern Plains, but some areas have been quite dry since big November rains
impacted the region. A winter storm that began in the southwestern U.S. Plains Thursday
brought some moisture to a part of the drier areas in the southwestern Plains, but only
local relief resulted and there is still need for more moisture.
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Wheat and winter cover crops benefited from a wetter than usual month of
November in the southwestern Plains; however, rainfall since that time has been quite



Winter Storm Brings Local Relief To SW U.S. Plains Dryness

limited. Amarillo, Texas received 0.50 inch of moisture Thursday from a freakish

24-Hour Precipitation Ending Dawn
Friday, January 10, 2025
R o LT
=0 11040153} 080
i 007
v .08
[ pectuc
001
0O\ ogsl (08
02
0Y0)1 0,00 006
Qg™ - 033,
5 " |'jj_.|1¢i3$‘m i
(0¥0 g:\[f-;.
094 @.54)-l2 3 M7 0
: ) Cedar | ::E'_f A
009 s 0.7 al
e
i o) db T A o o OO U
2% (O e 7 a2 i
26022 LI'C‘L|]' 7 0.09 LT am
Mz
05 s o
11 b= i [EI’.-{\JLIT e u]
WG g2 e
i e W2 -ganm {
004 0l =
005 s 038 59 oms of

Basin leaving the southwestern Plains drier biased.

snowstorm that produced 12
inches of snowfall in the
area. Other areas from
southwest to northeast
across the Panhandle
reported 1 to 7 inches of
snow; however, moisture
totals were still
disappointing with a trace to
0.20 inch occurring outside
the band of significant
snow. Nonetheless, the
moisture was welcome and
more is needed.

Most of West Texas
failed to get much moisture
of significance and the same
was true for southwestern
Kansas.

Winter crops are
dormant or semi-dormant
and have a low need for
precipitation or soil
moisture for now. Winter
crop establishment should
have been sufficient to
produce well, although

timely late winter and
spring precipitation is
going to be very important.
Weather patterns recently
have been favoring crop
areas from castern Texas
into the lower Midwest,
Delta and Tennessee River

This weather pattern is expected to continue for another few weeks, but there may

eventually be potential for improved precipitation in the region during the spring, April

and May in particular, but possibly in March as well. Until then, the limited precipitation

bias may continue.

Thursday’s precipitation was welcome, but it has only teased some of the crop areas
from southwestern Kansas into West Texas where concern remains not only for further
wheat development, but the planting of all kinds of spring crops. The influence of weak La
Nina conditions will not help the drier bias in the next several weeks, but if the forecast is

correct for neutral ENSO conditions to return this spring there will be a little more
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potential for the dryness in the southwestern Plains to be relieved. In the meantime,
drought in the desert southwest will get no relief.

World Weather, Inc. forecasts and comments pertaining to present, past and future weather conditions included in
this report constitute the corporation's judgment as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice.
Comments regarding damage or the impact of weather on agricultural and energy as well as comments made
regarding the impact of weather on the commodity and financial markets are the explicit opinions of World
Weather, Inc. World Weather, Inc. can not be held responsible for decisions made by users of the Corporation's
information in any business, trade or investment decision.

©2025 World Weather, Inc. Any unauthorized redistribution, duplication or disclosure is prohibited by law and will
result in prosecution.
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