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e North Africa and Spain
weather has improved
this year supporting
better production than
in 2023, but there is
still some notable dry-
ness.

¢ Russia may experience
a summer high pres-
sure ridge this year
that might cut into
spring summer crop
production

e India’s monsoon is ex-
pected to perform well
this year after a slow
start in the central and
north

e China weather looks
quite favorable for rape-
seed and winter wheat
production; summer
crop performance is
also expected to be
good.

e Southeastern Australia
may have a drier biased
late autumn and early
winter while other are-
as experience good
weather

e U.S. summer heat and
dryness may threaten
crops in the Plains and
western Corn Belt

Another Challenging Year Is About To Begin

April marks the begin-
ning of spring for the Prai-
ries. This season, like the
past few will present a few
challenges to producers
across various parts of the
Prairies. The overwhelm-
ing best news for the year
is that 2024 should mark
the end of this series of
broad-based drought
years; however, some
parts of the Prairies will
certainly be challenged by
the weather once again.

Spring is going to bring
more frustration to some
of the driest areas from
Alberta through south-
central parts of Saskatche-
wan. Southern Alberta is
not likely to get enough
moisture to break from
drought, but it is hoped for
at least a few better timed
and more significant
rain/snow events than
what occurred in 2023.

Support for the long
term high pressure ridge
over western Canada re-
mains for the spring
months, although the rap-
id decline of El Nino opens
the door of opportunity for
a few “rogue” storms to
move across portions of
the Prairies similar that
early March event that
changed the moisture pro-
file for many areas. Unfor-
tunately, losing El Nino
only partially fixes the

problem with dominating
high pressure over the
Prairies. The 18-year cycle
(lunar cycle) has a similar
weather pattern and los-
ing El Nino may not be
enough to end drought for
many of the driest areas.
There will still be periods
of dry and warm biased
conditions especially in
the Peace country and
from east-central and inte-
rior southern Alberta to
south-central Saskatche-
wan.

The area most favored
for some timely rain from
the “rogue” storms will be
the eastern Prairies. The
first potential period for
one of these larger storms
will be in the second half
of April and there may be
a couple of weather sys-
tems to watch for that will
bring above normal mois-
ture to parts of Manitoba
and eastern Saskatche-
wan. These systems will
likely miss the some of the
drier areas in the western
Prairies returning more
serious dryness for areas
as seasonal warming be-
comes more significant.

Last spring there were
some timely bouts of pre-
cipitation in the western
Prairies that supported
planting, but the distribu-
tion of rain was not ideal
and some areas received

enough moisture to sup-
port planting and early
crop development and
then it got too warm and
rain frequency was re-
duced leading to a more
threatening environment
and one that ultimately
led to some failings in the
production year.

This spring should be a
little better than last year,
but it will feel much like
déja vu. Frustration over
the poor distribution in
rainfall is once again ex-
pected in central and
southern Alberta and
some areas in west-
central, south-central and
southwestern Saskatche-
wan, but relief is expected
in June and possibly a
little late in May.

The eastern Prairies
will not have a super wet
spring , but the frequency
of precipitation events will
eventually be great
enough to bolster soil
moisture favorably. The
problem with the eastern
Prairies comes in the sum-
mer as a high pressure
ridge building in the cen-
tral U.S. lifts to the north
into Manitoba and south-
eastern Saskatchewan
possibly cutting into pro-
duction potential during
the reproductive process in
mid-summer.
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Parallels To 2006, Shadows Of 1988

It may not have felt like it, but
March precipitation was a little better
than some folks may have imagined.
Had it not been for that large rogue
storm that occurred in early March,
though, there would not have been as
many producers thinking the month
was not too bad.

The Peace country and areas ex-
tending from just east of Swan Hills
and south of Slave Lake into east-
central Alberta experienced the great-
est moisture deficits for the month of
March and some of the Peace region
and north-central Alberta crop areas
experienced one of the driest winters
on record. That was a concern all by
itself, let alone when considering the
huge moisture deficits from recent
past years in east-central Alberta crop
areas where there is some serious con-
cern over another very poor spring
season.

There is hope for north-central, and
eastern Alberta and western and
north-central Saskatchewan to have a
better summer. Many of the 18-year
cycle member years and La Nina
years promote rain in these areas dur-
ing June and periodically in the sum-

mer. Unfortunately, the Peace River
region does not get as much relief
during the spring and there is some
debate over how much relief will
come in the summer.

March weather was still just a
little too dry for the stomach of many
a farmer. Those areas reporting less
than usual precipitation and a huge
void in snow cover are most worried
and rightly so. The one encouraging
sign in March, though was the early
month storm in portions of Saskatch-
ewan and Manitoba and the late
month snows that occurred along the
front range in southwestern Alberta
and across the interior south.

No serious drought relief resulted
from these precipitation events, but
there was a restricted amount of
frost in the ground and, unlike years
in the past, the melting snow may
reach into the soil much faster and
more beneficially for those that re-
ceived significant snow. Other areas
that have been dry are a big concern.

The pattern in December, Janu-
ary February had a notable bias par-
alleling 2006. That parallel was a bit

harder to find in March, but if one
holds their head at the right angle
they might see at least the fact that
2006, 1988 and 1970 all had a ten-
dency to be wetter in northern and
eastern Saskatchewan , but then
there was the problem with dryness
in the Peace country which draws the
parallel closer to 1988 once again.

No one likes to think about 1988
because it was such a bad drought
year for North America (mostly the
U.S. and southern parts of the Prai-
ries). World Weather, Inc. believes
the parallels are stronger for a year
more like 2006 than that of 1988, but
no one should turn their backs on
1988.

One of the strongest arguments
against another year like 1988 is the
fact that ocean surface temperatures
in the Gulf of Alaska are not nearly
as cold as they were in 1988. World
Weather, Inc. believes cold water in
the Gulf is quite often associated
with drought years in the Prairies.
The water temperatures this year
show no tendency to turn cold like
that. 2006 may still be the better
analog year.
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Late April, Early May Precipitation So Very Important

The early March weather pattern
that brought the rogue storm to the
eastern Prairies may have been asso-
ciated with a 47-50 day repeating
pattern. Unlike, last year’s 60-day
cycle this pattern does not seem to be
as strong or as reliable of a predictor
for pattern changes. Nonetheless, it
has helped to suggest times of poten-
tial change and the next favored peri-
od for possible change (however brief
it might be) is in the second half of
April.

The second half of April may allow
the jet stream to drop southward over
the western United States creating a
southwesterly wind flow pattern aloft
that would bring weather systems
into central and eastern Canada’s
Prairies. A similar pattern change
was partially responsible for the early
March storm that brought needed
moisture to northern and eastern
Saskatchewan and some Manitoba
locations.

At the time of this writing, there
was a similar southwesterly flow pat-
tern advertised to set up late in the
first week of April. If that pattern
evolves a boost in precipitation would
be possible for the central and east-
ern Prairies during the April 6-8 peri-

od. This potential storm has just re-
cently showed up in the model data
and confidence is not high that it will
verify, but if it does that will raise the
potential for more rain later in April
as described earlier in this article.

Since the repeating weather cycle
is not well defined this year, there is
potential that rain/snow events could
come a little before or after the noted
time interval. The recent advertised
storm for late next week does not fit
the cycle.

May is expected to be a month of
transition. That is when the ridge of
high pressure, which has been largely
over western Canada in recent
months, will attempt to relocate over
the U.S. Plains. This transition will
take a few weeks and it may get
started and then fall back to the older
ridge position before trying again.
Eventually (by late May) the ridge
will fall into its new position. During
the transitionary period much of the
Prairies could experience dry and
warmer than usual weather similar
to that of May 2023.

The outlook map for May 2024 is
shown below, but confidence is not
high due to a timing problem. We are

confident the ridge will be over the
U.S. Plains and western Corn Belt
during June and probably in late
May, but the exact time in which the
new position kicks in is up for debate.
It will be a period possible surprises.
There is some potential that late
April rainfall in the eastern Prairies
could bleed over into early May. By
late May and especially June, though,
the pattern will be different with in-
creasing potentials for rain in north-
central and eastern Alberta and west-
ern and northern Saskatchewan and
drying for at least southern Manitoba
and southeastern Saskatchewan.

The pattern change coming in late
May and June will dominate July and
at least early August. That is when
the ridge of high pressure will domi-
nate the central United States and
induce drier and warmer biased
weather there and in the southeast-
ern Prairies. It will also be a good
time for some greater relief to finally
come to some of the western Prairies.

The Peace country may get some
relief from dryness during the sum-
mer, but above normal rainfall is not
likely and some areas may keep their
moisture deficits and stress for a
while.

30-Day Temperature Anomaly
For April 2024

31-Day Temperature Anomaly
For May 2024
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Selected Weather Images From Around The World
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Recent snow and rain in the U.S. upper Midwest has improved topsoil moisture while the eastern Midwest, Delta
and southeastern states remain favorably moist. Dryness remains in he high Plains region of the U.S., but there is
time for improved moisture before the warm season fully kicks in. Europe soil moisture was good on March 26, but at
the time of this writing France, Spain, Portugal and Italy were getting slammed by frequent rain and strong wind
speeds. North Africa crop conditions are still better than last year, but far from ideal. North-central Morocco will yield
much better and yields in Tunisia and northeastern Algeria should be better than in 2023 as well. Other areas in
North Africa are drier than last year. South Africa has dried out greatly since mid-February and needs moisture for
the late maturing crops. Australia will need greater rainfall in the south soon to support autumn planting and most of
the CIS has favorable moisture today, but drying is occurring in Russia’s Southern Region and eastern Ukraine.
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Holding The Line On Summer With Heat, Dryness East

Despite the inclusion of 1988 in of summer with a little less negative  region. Moisture surpluses could de-
the group of 18-year cycle analog impact—at least initially. velop in eastern and north-central
years, World Weather, Inc. still does Alberta and western and north-

La Nina will be the Prairies friend
this year unlike that of 2020-22. La
Nina earlier this decade was too per-
sistent and many areas around the

central Saskatchewan, although let’s
not get too focused on that. Drought

is much too serious in many areas in
the Prairies to be so quick to bring it

not look for the same level of ex-

tremes to occur in the Prairies, espe-
cially not in the west. It is disturbing
when we look at six different 18-year

cycle years for June through August ~ World lost some very important mois- ¢, 41y eng.

and they all have the same bias to- ture resulting in mid-latitude dry-

ward below-normal rainfall and ness in both the Northern and South- Drought continues from Mexico

above normal temperatures for the ern Hemispheres. This La Nina through portions of the central Unit-

Central United States and much of event coming up will be of shorter ed States to most of the Canada Prai-

Manitoba. Southeastern Saskatche- duration and follows an El Nino ries. Drought conditions are not like-

wan also seems to have a drier and event which usually helps generate ly to break down easily, but we do

warmer tendency. more rain rather than less rain. not need the drought busted to grow

. a good crop. We just need timely
At least if the 18-year cycle data For this summer, both the 18-year iy fa]] and no excessive heat.

verifies again, the eastern Prairies cycle data and La- Nina are gomng to

may be wetter biased during a period ~ Work together to induce some timely The western Prairies may be

in April and May. That new moisture rainfall for central and western Sas- warm biased this spring at times

combined with the more favorable katchewan and eastern and north- while the eastern Prairies may see

soil moisture profile already present cenjcra.l Albel.rta. Rain is also expected  some periods of cool weather. That

in the eastern Prairies may help periodically in southern Alberta, trend should reverse with the east

crops in the east deal with the pend- though the odds are not in favor of trending warmer and the west
moisture surpluses coming into the trending cooler during the summer.

ing drier and warmer weather days
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Images For Prayer; A Snapshot From The Past

The images below should be com-
plementary to the page 5 article look-
ing at the spring and summer. These
images provide some hope and some
fear depending on location. First, the
spring precipitation in North Ameri-
ca does not look too bad relative to
the past few years, although clearly
southern and western Alberta and a
few areas in southwestern Saskatch-
ewan do not get much rain. These
departure from normal rain maps

suggest the below normal precipita-
tion anomalies are not that high for
spring. Just remember while you
pray over this implication you re-
member that coming out of a severe
drought will be harder than what
some of these charts would imply.

Notice the dry bias for the sum-
mer in the central United States,
Manitoba and southeastern Sas-
katchewan as well as dryness in the

Peace River Region. Then be sure to
note the wetter bias for harvest in
the U.S. and a part of the Prairies.

Lastly, be sure to notice the La
Nina rainfall anomalies. La Nina has
the potential to reduce moisture defi-
cits advertised for the eastern and
southern Prairies that might occur
without La Nina. Also, note that the
faster we move into La Nina, the
more stressed U.S. crops become.

U of Delaware V5.01
Precipitotion (em/mn) Composite Anomaly
: NOAA Physicol Sciances Laboratory
9y

Mar to Moy: 1970,2006,1988

U of Deloware V5.01
Precipitation {cm/mn) Composite Anomaly
£ NOAA Physical Sciances Loboratory 3

Jun to Aug: 1970,2006.1988

U of Deloware V5.01
Precipitation (¢m/mn) Composite Ancmaly
~ NOAA. Physical Scisnces Loboratory 3
P

Sep to Nov: 1970,2006,1988

El Nino to La Nina Years
All Years That Start With El Nino
And Transition To La Nina At Some
Time During The Year
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A transition to La Nina this year could have a positive impact on the Prairies
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Relief Occurs To Upper U.S. Midwest Crop Region

Much-needed rain and snow
evolved for the western U.S. Corn
and Soybean Belt early in this past
week resulting in drought relief. The
precipitation has already improved
the moisture profile and will continue
to improve soil moisture in the com-
ing days as the snow melts. Some of
the driest loca-

ment clearly shows a boost in soil
moisture for the western Corn Belt
and a part of the northeastern Plains
and some of that moisture was still
tied up in the snow that remains on
the ground.

Soil conditions across the Midwest

ture will occur periodically through
early May to support a good envi-
ronment for spring planting and
early season crop development. The
region may deal with a few bouts of
colder biased conditions, but a more
definitive warming trend will come
in May that will not only accelerate

tions in Iowa,
Minnesota, and
neighboring areas
may need addi-
tional precipita-
tion to completely
restore soil mois-
ture to normal.

Moisture totals
for the single
greatest precipita-
tion event of the
calendar year var-
ied from 1.00 to
3.00 inches and

DROUGHT MONITOR

On March 26, 2024

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

- D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Manitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more)|
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
hitps:#droughtmoniter.uni.edufAbout. aspx

Author:

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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of Minnesota.
Many of these

same areas were
either reporting
well below normal
precipitation or
were in various
stages of drought

©World Weather, Inc.
worldweather@bizkc.rr.com

few weeks. De-
spite favorable
soil moisture to-
= day and the good
prospects for ad-
ditional moisture
in coming weeks
the odds are still
good that drying
and warming will
become signifi-
cant in late May,

prior to the
storm’s arrival. The drought assess-
ment late in the same week showed
relief for many areas, but drought
continued to prevail in parts of the
western Corn and Soybean Belt.

Lingering dryness is hidden deep-
er in the soil. The latest soil assess-

are rated quite favorably as of March
26, but follow up precipitation will be
very important since there is still
dryness down deep in the soil.

Spring still looks to be favorably
moist across key U.S. crop areas east
of the Great Plains. Sufficient mois-

June and July
that could reverse this recent im-
proving moisture trend and that
might lead to crop stress and pres-
sure on potential yields. That com-
bined with better Prairies Weather
could give the Prairie Producers
bigger crops and better prices.

World Weather, Inc. forecasts and comments pertaining to present, past and future weather conditions included in this report constitute the corporation's judg-
ment as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice. Comments regarding damage or the impact of weather on agricultural and energy as
well as comments made regarding the impact of weather on the commodity and financial markets are the explicit opinions of World Weather, Inc. World Weath-
er, Inc. can not be held responsible for decisions made by users of the Corporation's information in any business, trade or investment decision.

©2024 World Weather, Inc. Any unauthorized redistribution, duplication or disclosure is prohibited by law and will result in prosecution. [913-383-1161]
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Brazil Moisture Profile Improves For Some, But Not All

Brazil weather since mid-
December has not been ideal, but it

also has not been as bad as perceived.

Nonetheless, the nation’s Safrinha
crop was planted late and at least
20% of the crop very late. The late
planted corn will reproduce in May

and be harvested late June and July.

was moving in the right direction with
the topsoil being saturated from Mato
Grosso and Tocantins through Goias
to southern Minas Gerais and north-

ern Sao Paulo. Subsoil moisture,
though, was rated marginally ade-

quate to slightly short in Mato Grosso
and adequate in most other areas in

away. The near term forecast does
not suggest a significant amount of
rain to fall in these driest areas in
southwestern Brazil. Concern
about production losses may begin
to rise soon when it becomes obvi-
ous that the region will not be ade-
quately watered for the best yields.

With that concern in

In a normal year the
Safrinha corn crop is plant-
ed in late January and ear-
ly to mid-February. This
year’s crop was still being
planted in the first half of
March. Seasonal rains in
Brazil usually withdraw in
April and that means time
is running out for the mon-
soon season and soil condi-
tions must be saturated
before the end of the rainy
season to give late planted
crops any chance of per-
forming well during repro-
duction.

Bolivia

The best way for late
season crops to produce
well in the dry season is for
the ground the be fully sat-
urated down deep through
the subsoil on the last day
of the rainy season. That
situation may not be ideal
at the beginning of the dry
season, though crops will
slowly improve as the ex-
cess moisture dissipates.
Root systems will go down
deeper in the soil as the
moisture retreats down-
ward and in a good year

Bolivia

without excessive heat the short sea-

son corn can produce relatively well

in this environment. However, if it is

hotter than usual or the monsoon

ends early the environment can turn

out to be rather extreme and crops
will not perform well.

The moisture profile on March 29

ragu.
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o g :-J-'r';'“’d heavy rainfall is not very
is o likely and only short term
"’a‘:f;ﬂfs" Santo bouts of dryness relief are
expected. That leaves con-
(e ansto cern over the production
Par potential.
i Some rain is expected
Average 7-Day early in this coming week
5 Subsoil Moisture | to Mato Grosso do Sul
Ended offering some improve-
w‘%\évv?g;?mvyég}g%ﬁrl_ggm March 29, 2024 | ment in topsoil moisture,

that region. Greater rain is still need-
ed in Mato Grosso where the bulk of

Safrinha corn is produced.

In the meantime, Mato Grosso do
Sul and Parana as well as Paraguay

are too dry and not positioned very
well for the end of the rainy season

but it will turn dry again
for the following ten days. Parana
may not get much relief.

The bottom line is that 20% of
the Safrinha corn crop is at risk of
notably lower production, but that
depends on the timeliness of April
and May rainfall.

which may be just a couple of weeks
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Australia’s Autumn Planting Outlook

Australia summer weather in
eastern parts of the nation was better
than expected for an El Nino year—
at least until mid-February. After
that El Nino dried the region out, but
production was still greater than an-
ticipated for such a year.

Harvesting and maturation of
summer crops is under way and now
the attention is turn-

will include greater than usual rain-
fall in Queensland and New South
Wales and less than usual rain from
northern and eastern Western Aus-
tralia through South Australia to
Victoria and southwestern New

South Wales.

Last year’s winter season was also
dominated by positive IOD, but the

South Australia, Victoria and south-
western New South Wales is not like-
ly to kick in significantly until May,
June and July and the pattern does
not suggest no rain will fall, but that
which falls would likely be lighter
than usual. Timely precipitation
could still occur to support favorable
plant establishment and that is what
most producers are hoping for.

ing toward the plant-

AUSTRALIA APRIL - JUNE 2024 OUTLOOK

ing of wheat, barley,
canola and a number
of pulse crops. Plant-
ing will begin in the
second half of April
leaving time for im-
proved soil moisture.

It is normal to
come into the autumn
season with very little
soil moisture through-

=

. Near To
Eelow:

Iil ®World Weather, Inc. Eiz

10D index

W Mormal *.fo T

Dryness in Queens-
land and the heart of
New South Wales re-
cently will give way to
improved precipitation
later this year, but
timely rain will be
needed in the next few
weeks to get the mois-
ture profile back in
ideal condition to sup-
port dryland wheat,
barley and canola

out Australia’s winter '
crop areas. Normally,
seasonal precipitation
begins in late April
and slowly improves
in May and June be-
fore diminishing dur-
ing the late Autumn.

10D index (*C)

planting and estab-
lishment.

Posilive 10D

World Weather,
Inc. believes the mois-
ture required to estab-
lish crops will be pre-
sent this year. The

Two weather fea-
tures will have the
most influence on
Australia rainfall dur-

20 1

planting season
should advance favor-
ably and crops will be
poised to perform rela-
tively well, although

Hegative 10D

ing the autumn, win-
ter and spring. They
are the positive phase

T

ROV
2023

—— Ensemble member

wewwr. bam. gov.auddimate
Commuanerealith of Australla 2024,

1
DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY
2024

—o— Forecast mean

Jus oL

—e— Past analysis

Past anafysiz base period: 19611046
Farecast base peried: 1981-2018

Bureau of

=2 Menth-to-date

AUG SEP

South Australia and
northwestern Victoria
may be a little drier

Model: ACCESS.52
Mesdel mun: 16 Bar 2024

of Indian Ocean Di-
pole I0D) and the return of La Ni-
na—mostly this winter. These two
features will determine much about
the rain distribution over the next
few months.

Both the IOD and La Nina phe-
nomena will have their greatest in-
fluence on Australia during the win-
ter and early spring. That influence

ENSO phase was El Nino not La Ni-
na and the impact was dry for many
of the winter crop areas. The dryness
threatened production in many areas,
but the nation experienced an aver-
age crop that was certainly smaller
than the two previous years at which
time La Nina prevailed.

The driest bias for winter crops in

than usual.

Western Australia should see a
more favorable environment for its
winter crop planting and establish-
ment season this year relative to that
of 2023 and that in conjunction with
improved rainfall in Queensland and
New South Wales later this year
should translate into a good produc-
tion year.
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India’s 2024 Monsoon, Russia’s High Pressure Ridge

Outside of Canada, the United
States, Brazil and Australia the only
other two regions in the world that
will have a great influence on future
market prices may be India’s sum-
mer monsoon and Russian spring
and summer weather.

As far as India’s 2024 monsoon
season is concerned, it

kets. World commodity futures prices
would likely be somewhat influenced
by events in Russia just like in the
United States and Brazil.

Russia weather has a tendency to
turn drier than usual and warmer
than usual in years in which there is a
transition to La Nina. Sometimes the

more significantly when there is a
quick transition from El Nino to La
Nina.

Russia has already been experi-
encing restricted precipitation in re-
cent weeks, though that came after
an unusually active autumn and ear-
ly winter weather season. Snow

depths were well above

looks as though the odds
favor a good rainfall distri-
bution. La Nina will kick
in during the middle and
latter part of the rainy
season and will enhance
the precipitation expected.
At the same time, warm
ocean temperatures in the
Arabian Sea will further
enhance some of the rain-

Near Té',
< Rbove,:

normal across key crop are-
as in Russia and that snow
is still melting today. The
wet biased autumn and
winter weather has the
subsoil moisture situation
favorably positioned, but
the snow free areas have
already been slowly drying
down.

fall that impacts India. LEGEND La Nina associated high
The two weather phenom- | [l >130% pressure ridges in Russia
ena will work together to 115-130% JUNE THROUGH | | tend to show up in the lat-
limit dryness across the 85-115% OCTOBER 2024 ter part of spring and sum-
nation. y MONSOON RAIN mer. The next few weeks
| ] 70-85% will warrant a closer watch
Monsoonal precipita- ] <70% QUTLOOK to see if a high pressure

tion will start quickly in

e 3 NOAA Fhysical Sciences Labarato
the southern tip of India  |*" # P '@? " \w
this year, but it may be 0N ‘9" - A= 51 3
slow evolving in other g ! Te K b ﬁmie@iéed
parts of the nation. By -~ WA N -

July and August, though, |_ [
seasonal rains should be
well defined and often sig-

oy

48N

ridge is going to develop
and to determine how im-
pactful it may or may not
be. Most likely winter
wheat, winter rapeseed as
well as barley and rye
should all perform relative-

. r-" ly well, although a little
nificant enough to induce |*" ‘ \‘ ““f ‘ E; lf“':" diyness duringg reproduc-
flooding. The outlook N “‘! v _ Y " — | tion could shave down the
should prove to be mostly Jan{__ -y ‘Mﬂ‘ crop a small bit. Spring
very good for the nation’s ssN-‘(‘ .,___', % ~ L o wheat and sunseed in the

i3 15E 20E 25 I0E 35E ADE 45E SOE 55E GOE B5E TJOE 75E sog

grain, oilseeds, cotton and 1
pulse crops as well as sug-
arcane and rice.

500mb Geopotential Height (m) Compaosite Mean
6/1/88 to B/31/88

NCEP/NCAR Reanalysls

New Lands would likely be
more impacted by a La Ni-
na induced high pressure

Another area of interest in the
world marketplace will be Russia.
Russia produces large amounts of
grain and pulses as well as sugar-

beets and oilseeds. Any notable prob-

lems in production from that part of
the world would obviously gain quite
a bit of attention in the futures mar-

impact of La Nina is much greater
than at other times and the situation
needs to be closely monitored. Howev-
er, similar to the United States, Rus-
sia has a tendency to see a high pres-
sure ridge over the heart of its grain
and oilseed production region during
periods of La Nina and sometimes

ridge with some low impact
on other summer crops as well.

Some level of dryness is expected
to develop, but it is much too soon to
predict the impact on production.
Nonetheless, this anomaly should be
watched for.
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