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By Drew Lerner 
 

 Kansas City, February 5 (World Weather Inc.) – A very intense storm impacted 
California Sunday and overnight as expected and it will continue to have a big impact on 
the state into Tuesday. Property damage has occurred in many areas and with another 
day of storminess expected the impact is likely to rise further.  
 
 

 
 
 A deepening low pressure center off the California coast Sunday induced some very 
strong wind speeds. Gusts varied from 30 to 60 mph in most of the central valleys. 
However, peak gusts varying from 60-70 mph were also noted with a few localized greater 
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amounts.  Pablo Point reported 102 mph wind gusts and Loma Prieta reported a 98 mph 
gust. The wind uprooted trees damaged homes and businesses and brought very rough seas 
to the coast. Some coastal flooding and damage along the coast was also suspected, although 
not yet verified.  
 

 
 
 Rain along the coast varied from 1.00 to 3.00 inches, though there were a number of 
locations that reported upwards to 8.00 inches through dawn today and more rain was 
expected. Matilija Canyon reported 7.64 inches of rain while El Deseo reported 7.57 inches 
and Bel Air had 5.89 inches. The greatest rain was near the coast, although another region of 
high precipitation impacted the northern Sierra Nevada where 1.00 to 3.19 inches resulted. 
Some of the mountain precipitation fell as snow and totals were expected to range from 2-5 
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feet by the end of the day Tuesday and official amounts had not been reported as of the time 
of this writing.  
 The precipitation has already caused some significant flooding and more is likely. 
Damage to personal property and infrastructure is expected to be significant. Power outages 
had reached 900,000 during the pre-dawn hours today.  
 

 
 
 Landslides were noted in Malibu and Beverly Hills. The Los Angeles area was 
expecting more flooding and damage. As of last evening there were already reports of 
damaged roadways, submerged vehicles and flooded creeks and streams.  
 Not only has the storm disrupted road travel, but hundreds of air flights had been 
cancelled or delayed from San Francisco to San Diego.  
 Most of the damage from the storm so far has been in urban areas. Rainfall in key 
agricultural areas of the central valleys in California had not been seriously impacted 
through the pre-dawn hours Monday. Rainfall in the San Joaquin Valley had only varied 
from 0.10 to a little more than 1.00 inch, although some of the western valleys were starting 
to report greater amounts. Rainfall in the Sacramento Valley was greater varying from 1.00 
to 3.00 inches. The greatest risk for the central valleys will likely come a little later when 
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snow melts from the mountains causing river and stream flooding. There have been strong 
wind gusts in the central valleys and reports of heavy rain with more expected.  
 Today’s storm will be the most intense of the current series of disturbances 
impacting California and the western United States. By Tuesday morning most of the 
intense wind and rain will be over. Many areas will already see relief later today as the 
storm moves into the Great Basin and southern Rocky Mountain region. Heavy rain and 
significant mountain snow will accompany the storm through those areas tonight through 
Wednesday. Some impressive new snow will fall in the mountains to the delight of some 
skiers.  
 Unsettled weather will continue into the end of this week, although none of the rain 
and wind will be anywhere near as great as that of Sunday or early today. Damage reports 
are expected to continue flowing in through the day today, though.  
 
 
World Weather, Inc. forecasts and comments pertaining to present, past and future weather conditions included in 
this report constitute the corporation's judgment as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice. 
Comments regarding damage or the impact of weather on agricultural and energy as well as comments made 
regarding the impact of weather on the commodity and financial markets are the explicit opinions of World 
Weather, Inc.  World Weather, Inc. can not be held responsible for decisions made by users of the Corporation's 
information in any business, trade or investment decision. 
 
©2024 World Weather, Inc. Any unauthorized redistribution, duplication or disclosure is prohibited by law and will 
result in prosecution.   
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